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EDITOR'S LETTER

A YACHT OWNER ONC E 1ok] me that Keeping a bout— more than baving
multipk houses or even owning a plane—u such an expensive and complicated
und ertak ing that vou have 1o bea lintle bit crazy 10 do it Being crazy in low
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among you, we've got the latest in aweanspiring design and innovation

just might be the theme of this issue of axTukion Forthe yacht-obsessed

page S2). Supetfans of rarespirits can find several five- and six-figure bottles
worth hunting down (page 30). And if fashion elevated to the kevel of an
makes yout heart swoon {or someone's beart you know well), out shoot of
the season's couture collections will incite plenty of desire (page 72)
My lavorte story i the 1ssue is about amore sustained, lifdong kind

of devotion. Tom and Stevant Wahon, grandsons of Sam, have put treme ndous
cffont, along with significant capital, into their two passions: hiking

and Bentonville, Arkansas (page 80 By buying the cycding appatrel brand
Rapha, bringing a high -profile rally to their hometown, and building

miles of bike trails there, they are comnbuting not only 1o the populanty
of the sport but 1o an entire economy. [1's a simple philosophy: Do what

makes you happy, and then share the love
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leffries Blackerly, Editor in Chief
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YACHTING

Iralian boat maker
into superyachts—but it's
that thrills collectors.

FEWNAMES CAN SEND the heartol
vintage-boat kwvers racing quite like
Riva, the storied Italian boat maker
that traces its roots back 176 years 1o
the town of Sarmico, on Lake [seo. It
was Carlo Riva, the company’s keader
during its golden e1a in the 19505 and
‘60, who devated Rivato a brand, like
Ferrarior Porsche, so renowned for
style that people want 10 wear its Jogo
ona shirtor ahat

When Carlo bogan designing, Riva
was known for fast, sleck, wood-hulled
power boats, But he ook acsthet i and
toc hical refine ments 1o another kevel,
with prices to match He created iconk
models ke the Tritone and the Flonida,
whose martiage of speed and degance

made them favorites of counts and
princesses amd movie stara. In 1962,
Carlo unveiled his masterpiece, the
Aquarama. It had a mahogany hull, a
wraparound windshiekd, and a clrome
stripe af fixed with screws be insisted
be hand-turned o that the Phillips
heads formed petfect crosses. *The
obscssion of Carlo Riva was the details,
always the detaile)” says the company's
historian, Ricardo Samoli.

Produc tion on the Aquarama endod
in 1996, but Riva
owned by the Ferretti Group since

which has been

2000 —As still turming out exquisitely
craf ted speedboat &, including the
Rivamare, a dahing 391001 museum
plece that'll set you back at least §1
million. Riva also makes big yachts, of
coutse, such asthe 110-foot Dok evita,
whose sporty lines nod 1o Riva's
heritage. Larger vessels are built in
LaSpezia, on aly's western coast, but
Riva's Lake Isco shipyard continues
10 build models wp 10 66 feet. (Lucky
ients get 1o visit Cado’s yachtlike
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of fice, now on laly's matiosal register
of kistonic places)
Meanwhile, the Aquarmama—only

784 of which were ever built —is among
the most collectible of all vinage
speedboats. After 30 perished in 2 2000
fire ata Swiss shipyand, prices more
than tripled, according 1o Samoli, with
good-condition examples now fetching
upwards of $250,000, All of which
soems tovalidate Carlo Riva's defense
of his exacting, expensive standands

* Yos, it costs more,” said the designet,
who died in 2007 *But in the end you
gt itbadk” riva-yadht com— LD,




