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Terrestragl
Paradise

By Marlene Ridgway

In the heart of the historic Newton district
of Singapore, a garden of tropical, lush
greenery shoots towards the Sky and
towers above.

ore than just & garden, EDEN G50 22

story, ultra-lusary
apartenent bublding that stands out among Singapore's
tradivonal glass and steel structures with vibrant plant life
extending from the ground up to the rooftop,
A joine vision between Thomas |Heatherwick lounder ol
Heathervick Studioand Designer of LDEN — and Swire Properties, the

biophilic apartment building blossomod in this exclusive luxury district

with & climate that nurures tropical foliage and o design that encourages a

connection between residents and nature. This lively apartment building %

a lealy paradise among urbin living

“We felt that it was important to move away from seme of the
impersonal, manulfactured deve |-||I|m~n|~ we had seen in the regon,” says
Mat Cash, partner and group leader a Heatherwick Studio. “Instead, we
chose to cdebrate the quirks and unique textures of different matenials
to make o building that felt more arganic and would be truly distinetive,
The entire look and feel of the building is utterly unique, which lends 10
the original design and concept, a ity in a garden with invigorating cross
ventsdition and open spaces

Ihe idea of traditional block apartments was torn apart and
deconstructed to create an unconventional design that is excénted sowe
it EDEN. Fadh Hoor is its own apartment, with 20 apartments total, T
service arcas have been moved to the perimeter, ereating large contral Iving
spaces, which are surrounded by smaller private rooms and wide balconis's:

Cash explains how the initial ins piraton held Gom oo ghoot the
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project. " Rather than isolating hermetically sealed boxes, we
wanted to create open, H()«\mg homes that mised into the \k}
and connected with the lush physical environment of Singapore.
It was clear to us from the outset that the design should

embruce the naturl environment and that did not really change

throughouwt the process.”

The spint and nature of Singapore shines through EDEN,
even in the smallest of detals. The designers have shown
an appreciation for the big and small components. “This is a
handerafted building. It isn't just a ubiquitous off-the-shelt
package of expensive components,” notes Cash

The natwral components meld together in EDEN, from
the foliage to the Nooring to the front door. Textured slate
on the balconies meets oak floors on the interiors that came
from the United Kingdom, The bathroom walls and Hoors are
decked with 180-million-vear-old cross-cut Jura limestone from
Germany where fossilized impeints can still be spotted.

“Every detail has been designed to work wath the
richness of nature that we found in Singapore, and to celebrate
that biophilic connection. We focused on the human scale,
using texture and rich matersality to create a very personal and
close relationship between the building and the residents,
according to Cash,

EDEN, from top to bottom, acknowledges the
environmental impact and is a counterpoint to flat, steel
buildings that are most popular in cities. Cash explains that
the communal garden on the ground level encourages social

interactions and helps keep the building's footprint at ground

level toa minimum. The garden rises up the bakconies and the

hand-selected greeneny cascades down from the sky garden.

“1

used a range of tailing plants of dilferent lengths to drape over

o create an exuberant watertall of foliage, we have

the balconies at intervals,” according to Cash, The plants have
all been carefully selected to thrive in Singapore’s climate, and
to streamline maintenance, Llllll[ldllllll' pl;ulh were pl.u ed

together to minimize the need for heavy intervention. KW

Do you think designs such as this, with a strong emphasis on nature will
become more popular or remain a novelty?

“Buildngs of the last 100 years have tended 1o remove us from our
connection to nature; we thought we neaded to live in ‘machines for living' instead of
nhomes fer humans Since the pandemic, we undersiand more than ever $e value of
havng a natural connection through gardens, parks, plants and trees! says Cash

“I¥s really important to smel the plants after rain or see the gentle npple cf
caves as they move It's about creating an emaronment that gives people a sense of
well-being and calm!’

SHAMIN ABAS

COMMUNICATIONS FOR ULTRA-LUXURY BRANDS




